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ACQUITTED 


ROMNEY BREAKS RANKS IN SENATE VOTE LARGELY ON PARTY LINES 


BY SEUNG MIN KIM 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump was acquitted 
Wednesday by the Republican- 
controlled Senate of charges that 
he abused the powers of his of- 
fice and obstructed Congress as 
it probed his attempts to pres- 
sure Ukraine into political inves- 
tigations — capping a tumultu- 
ous, three-week impeachment 
trial that leaves his fate in the 
hands of voters in November. 

Democrats fell far short of the 
two-thirds majority required to 
remove Trump from office, as 
senators voted 52-48 to acquit 
him on the abuse-of-power al- 
legation and 53-47 to clear him 
of obstruction. 

The outcome represented a 
political triumph for the White 
House and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
who successfully held together 
nearly the entire GOP caucus in 
blocking witnesses or additional 
evidence from the proceedings. 
Just one Republican, Sen. Mitt 
Romney of Utah, voted to con- 
vict the president of abuse of 
power. 

Shortly after the twin acquit- 
tal votes, Trump tweeted that he 
will deliver a statement Thurs- 
day on “our Country’s VICTORY 
on the Impeachment Hoax!” He 
also tweeted a clip featuring a 
mock magazine cover with signs 
showing him staying in office far 
beyond the two terms permitted 
under the Constitution. And 
Brad Parscale, Trump’s 2020 
campaign manager, proclaimed 
that he had been “totally vindi- 
cated.” 

“Throughout this wholly cor- 
rupt process, President Trump 
successfully advanced the in- 
terests of the United States and 
remained focused on the issues 


Please see IMPEACHMENT, Page A5 


Longtime fan leaves 
$45 million to Opera 
Theatre of St. Louis 


BY SARAH BRYAN MILLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Opera Theatre of St. Louis will 
receive one of the largest gifts 
in American opera history, the 
company will announce Thurs- 
day. 

Phyllis Hernden Brissenden, a 
life board member and a generous 
contributor since the company 
opened its doors in 1976, died 
Dec. 17 in Springfield, Illinois, 
where she lived. She left Opera 
Theatre’s general endowment 
fund a bequest of $45 million, by 
far the largest gift that the Web- 
ster Groves-based organization 
has ever received. General di- 
rector Andrew Jorgensen called 
it “transformative.” 


Please see OPERA, Page A13 


EVAN VUCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President Donald Trump waits to welcomes Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido to the White House on Wednesday in Washington. Trump has 
tweeted that he’ll speak from the White House tomorrow about the impeachment trial. 


Key takeaways: 
Verdict never in doubt 


Romney’s vote denies 
Trump a talking point 


Pelosi cheered, jeered 
for ripping up speech 


Fact check of Trump’s 
State of the Union 


COVERAGE ON A4-5 


BY BLYTHE BERNHARD 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


teacher. 


‘THICK SKIN 
GETS HEAVY’ 


In new St. Louis 
organization, black 
men in education 
support each other 


Darryl Diggs was speaking 
to students at an elementary 
school in St. Louis County 
when it struck him — the 
students would likely gradu- 
ate from high school without 
ever having a black man for a 


The racial disproportion 
between students and teach- 
ers in many St. Louis districts 
is a form of educational mal- 
practice, said Diggs, 37, an as- 


Trial ends, but investigations into Trump continue 


BY MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The impeach- 
ment of President Donald Trump is 
over, but it’s far from case closed on 
Ukraine. 

A full accounting of Trump’s 
dealings with Ukraine, stemming 
in large part from the foreign policy 
entanglements pursued by personal 


sistant principal at Parkway 
South High School. 

Not only do black students 
have few role models in educa- 
tion, but educators also can feel 
isolated and vulnerable without 
black mentors in their schools. 


lawyer Rudy Giuliani, remains un- 
finished despite Trump’s acquittal 
Wednesday in the Senate. 

As the president launches into 
his reelection campaign, pushing 
past the charges that threatened 
his legacy, it’s only a matter of time 
before fresh details, documents 
and eyewitnesses emerge, includ- 
ing revelations in a new book from 


J.B. FORBES, JFORBES@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Darryl Diggs, an assistant principal at Parkway South High School, 
talks with several students, including Zakiyah Willis, left, while they 
wait for their bus on Tuesday in Manchester. 


The goal of Black Males in 
Education-St. Louis is to sup- 
port black educators through 
social and career networking 
events and encourage more 


Please see EDUCATION, Page A13 


John Bolton, the former national 
security adviser. 

The result could be the start of 
a prolonged investigation with no 
clear endpoint, keeping questions 
about the president’s conduct alive 
through the election in November. 
It’s the kind of prolonged fallout 


Please see TRUMP, Page A4 


Advisory board on 
hold as records on 
jail deaths released 


BY JEREMY KOHLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

CLAYTON — St. Louis County 
released some records Wednes- 
day from its investigations of five 
inmate deaths last year, saying it 
was part of an effort by County 
Executive Sam Page’s adminis- 
tration to increase transparency. 

The county had repeatedly de- 
nied requests from the Post -Dis- 
patch for the material last year, 
saying they were records about 
patient health and personnel 
and could not be released to the 
public. But the county changed 
course Wednesday after the 
newspaper renewed its request 
last month, providing 52 pages 
with redactions. 
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TODAY 
33°/23° 
FLURRIES 
TOMORROW 
37°/24° 
PARTLY SUNNY 
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Actor Kirk 
Douglas 


dead at 103 
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Sleet and snow hit parts of region « a3 


Cortex report touts district’s success • A10 


Pesticide-drift complaints pile up • a1o 


Mizzou lands top football recruit + B1 
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VOLVO CARS WEST COUNTY 


636-227-8303 


14410 MANCHESTER ROAD MANCHESTER, MO 63011 ` 


wcvolvocars.com 


2020 VOLVO S60 
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T5 Momentum 
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2020 Volvo S60 T5 Momentum; stockt 20388- MSRP SE 795, 2020 Volvo XC60 T5 AWD Momentum stock# 20486- MSRP $46,845, $1988 Cash or trade due at signing plus tax, title, 
license and $190 dealer admin fee. Mileage over 7,500 miles / year charged at $0.25 per mile. Additional miles available. $1,595 Capitalized Cost Reduction. 


No security deposit with Approved credit. Offer includes available Volvo incentives. Lease through VCFS. Images for illustration only. Exp. 2/07/20 ALL TRADE INS ACCEPTED. 


